
KENT-AUBURN CONVEYANCE SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
New regional wastewater facilities to serve the growing population
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Purpose of the Project
As part of its mission to protect public health and 
the environment, King County is responsible for 
conveying and treating wastewater collected within 
the county’s service area. King County is committed 
to upgrading and improving its regional wastewater 
facilities to serve the growing population. We provide 
capacity to support planned growth, consistent with 
the Washington State Growth Management Act.

Wastewater from south King County is collected by 
local cities and sewer districts, including the cities 
of Kent, Auburn, Algona, and Pacific. King County 
collects sewage from these local jurisdictions and 
conveys it to the county’s South Treatment Plant 
in Renton. The population in the south portion 
of our service area is growing rapidly. Because of 
capacity limitations in its existing pipelines (called 
interceptors and trunks), King County needs to 
provide additional capacity in the near future. 

Constructed improvements will provide capacity to 
handle the 20-year peak flows through the year 2050. 
Only those pipes with capacity limitations in the year 
2010 will be upgraded as part of this project. Pipes 
with capacity limitations in the decades after 2010 
will be improved when needed. The new pipelines 
will provide service and operational flexibility to 

handle population growth in 
southern King County.

Kent Planning Area
The Kent planning area portion of the project involves 
pipeline improvements in the City of Kent. The county 
originally considered several pipeline alternatives 
through portions of downtown Kent to address pipeline 
capacity issues in the Mill Creek Interceptor. County 
staff recognized the likelihood of disruptions to traffic 
and access to businesses and public services downtown 
associated with those alternatives and sought a 
less-disruptive solution to the capacity problem.  

We looked more closely at the service areas and pipes 
that need additional capacity.  We soon focused on 
the East Hill area of the city of Kent. We found that 
the existing Mill Creek Interceptor in downtown 
Kent would have enough capacity if we construct 
a short section of new pipe on the Kent East Hill 
to transfer flows out of the Mill Creek pipeline to 
another county pipe with available capacity.  The 
new pipe will be located on the Kent East Hill, near 
Sequoia Middle School, providing necessary capacity 
while avoiding adverse impacts to downtown Kent. 

County staff is working with Kent School 
District and the city of Kent to determine 
the best alignment in this area.
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Wastewater Treatment Division
201 S. Jackson St., Suite 505
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Proposed New Sewer

AUBURN KC Sewer Line

City Boundary

Flows conveyed to South 
Treatment Plant in Renton

We Welcome Your 
Comments & Ideas
King County is committed to 
being a good neighbor and 
welcomes your comments. 
During the evaluation of 
pipeline routes, we have 
been working directly with 
the City of Kent and Kent 
School District. A sewer route 
through downtown Kent was 
eliminated when city staff 
pointed out the likelihood 
of high construction costs 
and disruptions of traffic 
and downtown businesses. 
The county then began 
working with the Kent 
School District to develop 
a less-disruptive and cost-
effective alternative in the 
vicinity of Sequoia School. 

We will continue to work 
with local jurisdictions, key 
stakeholders, and the public to identify potential 
community and environmental impacts—and ways 
to minimize them—early in the design process. 
This work will continue during environmental 
review, permitting, construction, and long-term 
operations and maintenance of the facilities.

For More Information
•	 For more information or to be added to the project 

mailing list, please contact Jennifer Kauffman at 
(206) 263-6029 or jennifer.kauffman@metrokc.gov

•	 Visit the project Web site at  
www.dnr.metrokc.gov/wtd/projects/kent-auburn/

Clean Water—A Sound Investment

 Sequoia School

K E N T  P R O J E C T  A R E A

For more 
information, 

visit our 
Web site 
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P R O J E C T  L O C AT I O N

Proposed new County sewer 
on school property

Existing County sewer  
(no longer used)

Proposed new County sewer 
(reuse retired sewer pipe)

Existing County sewer
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